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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.47 pm]: Day one of school for 
2015 marked the successful implementation of a significant reform in the history of Western Australian public 
education, with around 18 000 year 7 students moving to public secondary schools for the first time. The move 
has been made to benefit all Western Australian students, no matter where they live across the state. 
Year 7 public school students will now have the same advantages of learning in secondary settings as students in 
other states and territories, as well as students in non-government schools throughout Western Australia. 

More than 90 per cent of all year 7 students nationally are in secondary settings this year. South Australia is the 
only state or territory where year 7 students remain in primary school. Importantly, the transition gives 
year 7 students access to the specialist subject teaching and facilities that best support the new Australian 
curriculum. The new curriculum has more in-depth content in each subject and higher expectations about the 
knowledge and skills that children need to succeed in, and contribute to, our modern society. 

The successful move of year 7 students to secondary settings has required a significant amount of planning and 
consultation. The Liberal–National government has invested $229.6 million to ensure sufficient capacity and 
appropriate facilities were available to accommodate year 7s. Twenty-nine secondary schools have received new 
or refurbished classrooms, science laboratories, art studios and other specialist facilities. From a staffing 
perspective, I am pleased to say that every classroom had a suitably qualified teacher on day one of school this 
year. 

To assist staffing at the year 7 level, the Liberal–National government provided $22.4 million for the 
Switch program. The program, which runs to June 2016, provides a range of options to support primary teachers 
to teach in secondary schools and secondary teachers to teach additional specialist subjects. As at the first day of 
school this year, 285 Switch teachers had been offered employment in secondary schools. 

The state government recognised that, for some families in smaller, isolated country areas, there may be 
challenges in preparing for the transition of year 7 students to secondary school. Therefore, we have provided 
three additional years for these parents to make the change and plan for the transition, with special consideration 
available on a case-by-case basis for these families for 2015, 2016 and 2017. 

As of 2 February 2015, 91 applications from 21 schools have been approved; 44 for 2015, 27 in 2016 and 20 in 
2017. Rural families also have access to eight residential colleges, which are located in Albany, Broome, 
Esperance, Geraldton, Merredin, Moora, Narrogin and Northam. The move of year 7 students to secondary 
settings is one of a number of major reforms to public education in Western Australia in 2015. Other reforms 
include the expanded independent public schools initiative, changes to the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education and the implementation of the new student-centred funding model. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Department of Education for the extensive 
planning and consultation that was undertaken to ultimately ensure a successful and seamless transition for 
year 7 students to secondary school. 
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